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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 


Because of the depth of the lobes and its more abundant vasculari¬ 
zation, any operation employed ought to be modified in its technique 
and sometimes in its indications. With some restrictions and modi¬ 
fications of technique all renal operations can be practised on a 
horse-shoe kidney. 

Hydrarthosis in a Horse-shoe Kidney. — Gr£goihe (Jour, d’ Urolog. 
Med. el Chir., 1912, i, 659) reports a ease in which the symptoms were 
referred to the urinary tract and a rather voluminous tumor could be 
palpated in the right flank. Anteriorly near the median line a smaller 
mass was felt surmounting the large tumor. Operation was done 
through a right lateral incision. After freeing the peritoneum poster¬ 
iorly, a large and slightly movable kidney was exposed. On continuing 
the separation of the peritoneum, it was found that the inferior pole 
of this kidney wus continuous without interruption with the inferior 
pole of the left kidney, showing the presence of a horse-shoe kidney. 
In the concavity of the fused kidney was seen the second tumor which 
had been palpated before operation near the median line and which was 
formed by the markedly distended pelvis, prominent anteriorly. All 
the vessels of the renal pedicle were posterior to the pelvis. The ureter 
came from the internal border of the pelvis, and directed itself down¬ 
ward and posterior, in such a way as to produce a sharp curve at its 
upper extremity. The ureter was firmly adherent to the uniting pole 
of the kidney. It was freed and its direction rectified. Immediately 
the retention disappeared with great case. The ureter wus then fixed 
in good position by two or three fine, silk sutures to the capsule of 
the anterior surface of the horse-shoe kidney. The kidney was raised, 
slightly increasing the angle made at the origin of the ureter. The 
convex border wus then fixed to the twelfth rib and abdominal wall 
by a few sutures. Healing was without incident. Three months later 
the patient was entirely well and had had no pain in the affected side 
since the operation. 

The Experimental Production of Basedow’s Disease. — Klose and 
Lampe ( Zcntmlbl. /. Chir., 1912, xxxix, 041) say that in a previously 
published extensive work they have established that the intravenous 
introduction into dogs of very small quantities of the fluid pressed 
from an exophthalmic goitre can lead to the production of Basedow’s 
disease, while large quantities of a similar fluid from the usual simple 
goitres will be without effect. They therefore regard this disease as a 
disthyroidism. Baruch's work supported the idea that it was a hyper¬ 
thyroidism, because he produced what he regarded as the clinical 
picture, from intraperitoneal injections in different animals of crushed 
portions of simple and colloid goitres. He held that little or none of 
the substance producing the disease, is to be found in the fluid pressed 
from the gland. Klose and Lampe maintain that such fluids represent 
the concentrated cell contents and the classical form of biological 
experimental material. The material obtained from the crushing of 
the gland is a mixture of intact cells, which in an organism becomes 
effective only after the cell contents have been released by ferments. 
The resorption, therefore, is much slower than when the cell-free fluids 
are employed. The following objections are made against Baruch’s 
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results: To be convincing the clinical results must be obtained after 
a single injection of the material employed as in their experiments. 
Baruch obtained the clinical picture described by him, usually after 
repeated injections. 


Orthopedic Resection of the Pelvis of the Kidney for Hydrarthrosis, 
with Intermittent CriseB. — Gayet (Jour, d* Urolog. Med. et Chir., 
1912, i, G25) says that the operation consists in removing a part of 
the pouch of the pelvis in order to bring the dimensions as much as 
possible to the normal. Albarran published the first case in 1898, 
although Kfimmel had performed the operation in 1896, but did not 
publish the case until several years later. Gayet did the operation in 
1910 with very good results. He was able to follow his case and very 
recently, two years after operation, he made a complete examination 
of the urinary tract. The patient had suffered in the right kidney 
for eight years, presenting for four years painful crises with renal 
distention, repeated once or twice each month. The treatment con¬ 
sisted in a nephropexy and orthopedic resection of the pelvis. At the 
examination more than two years later, no distention was found. The 
patient was completely relieved for five months, but for four months 
she has been suffering from slight pains in the two lumbar regions, 
the presence of a rectal ulceration and a certain degree of emaciation, 
makes one think of tuberculosis. But this is combatted by the nega¬ 
tive inoculations, limpidity of the urine, and the absence of bacilli 
and albumin. The late result of the operation may be considered 
good, especially from the point of view of the regular emptying of 
the pelvis and the functional capacity of the kidney. According to 
Michel the operation has been done eight times, Gayet’s making the 
ninth; 


Surgical Pathology of the Stomach and Duodenum. — Binnie ( Surg ., 
Gynec., and Obst., 1912, xiv, 446) found that w’ounds of the stomach 
heal well; that the stomach is wonderfully tolerant of foreign bodies; 
that hemorrhages occur without demonstrable lesions; and that hemor¬ 
rhage, erosion, and ulcers can be produced by toxins in the circu¬ 
lation. Binnie also observed that acids favor, but do not cause, ulcera¬ 
tion in the stomach, duodenum, and jejunum. That local anemia 
(injections suprarenin) can produce ulcers; that stimulation and section 
of the vagus can produce ulceration; that in the latter the ulcers persist, 
provided that the musculature of the stomach is not impaired; and 
that retrograde embolism into the gastric veins can produce hemor¬ 
rhage and ulcer of the stomach. The one common factor present in 
all the experiments or observations made regarding the incidence of 
ulcus ventriculi is vascular change or injury. 


Observation on tho Radical Cure of Hernia. — Nassau (.4/m. of 
Surg., 1912, Iv, S57), in discussing the choice of an anesthetic, says 
that in children up to the age of sixteen or seventeen years and in 
neurotic individuals, some form of general anesthesia is as yet the 
necessary evil. In youg adults, in the aged, and in all strangulated 
hernias, except in children, he believes that general anesthesia should be 
avoided as far as possible and follows the method of operating under 
local anesthesia as laid down by Mitchell. The infiltrating solution 



